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These guidelines do not establish a standard of care to be followed in every case. It is
recognized that each case is different and those individuals involved in providing health care are
expected to use their judgment in determining what is in the best interests of the patient based
on the circumstances existing at the time. It is impossible to anticipate all possible situations
that may exist and to prepare guidelines for each. Accordingly, these guidelines should guide
care with the understanding that departures from them may be required at times.
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Child with the suspicion of
infectious gastroenteritis
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Does
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meet the exclusion
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Yes

No

Stool cultures and BMP are not routinely needed is not
recommended unless the patient is critically ill
Risk Fact or s f or Bact er ial Acu t e Gast r oen t er it is
Risk Fact or s f or Par asit ic Acu t e Gast r oen t er it is

To Assessment and
Management of
Dehydration

Off guideline

In clu sion cr it er ia:
- Patient > 3 months of age
- Diarrhea of recent onset < 7 days
- With or without vomiting, fever, nausea, or
abdominal pain
Exclu sion Cr it er ia
- Patient < 3 months of age
- immune compromise
- Toxic appearence (consider sepsis)
- Vomiting with no diarrhea for > 24 hours
- Co-morbid conditions (such as medically
complex children, renal failure, cardiac disease,
IBD, liver disease)
- Bilious emesis (consider bowel obstruction)
- Acute surgical abdomen
- Head injury
- Chronic disease
- ICU admission

